Pres 


WHALERS’ CHURCH, SAG HARBOR From Watercolor by Cyril A. Lewis 
This rare old photo shows how the historic edifice looked in whaling days. Now funds are needed to preserve ‘t. 
Checks sent to Forum will be forwarded. 
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Schoolboy Commuter of 1894 
By John Good 


In 1894 I started commuting to 
school in New York City from Far 
Reckaway and kept it up for five 
school terms. I would take the 
7:35 A.M. from Far Rock, as we 
called it, to Valley Stream and 
there change to a L. I. City train. 

The 7:35 would then back and 
fill around the Y, and head back 
for Far Rock, to leave there as the 
8:20 for L. I. City via the Jamaica 
Bay trestle. This train had a fine 
crew Lou Cornell engineer, Pop 
Beers conductor and Uriah (Euie) 
Parks rear brakeman. 

Once or twice a month Lou Cor- 
nell would let me ride in the Engi 
neer’s cab as far as Valley Stream 
and what a thrill that was. I re 
member the way stations were 
Lawrence, Cedarhurst, Woodsburg 
and Fenhurst. Lou Cornell’s en 
gine was the old 122. 

Other trainmen I knew in those 
days were Conductors West, Pow- 
ell and Riorden, and 
Billy Flanigan and Elliott. There 
were also other engineers and 
firemen whom I came to know, but 
‘annot now recall their names 

My school commuting tic! 
$6 a month including ferriage 
across the East River between 
Long Island City and 34th Street 
on the Manhattan side. I got to 
know three of the ferry captains 
pretty well. They were Captains 
Moran, Bifield and Matthewes. 
They ran the ferryboats Long 
Beach, Manhattan Beach, Babylon, 
Rockaway and Sag Harbor in turn 
between overhauls. Another group 
of boats, including the Mineola, 
made the L. I. City—James Slip 
run. There was also a fair-size 
steamer, the Sagamore, which ran 
between her own dock in L. I. City 
and Wall Street on morning and 
afternoon trips. 

To know the captain of a ferry- 
boat as I did rated pilothouse priv- 
ileges. On one west trip the Long 
Beach broke down about mid- 
stream with the tide running full 
flood. Captain Moran started blow- 
ing her whistle as we began 
drifting towards the rocks which 
at that time formed the southern 
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“Ohe Story of Bethpage State “Park 


Revised and Repri 1 f 


HOMAS POWELL was an 

Englishman who didn’t 

like “H’s” and couldn’t pro- 
nounce them anyway. 

In 1695 he purchased from 
the Indian proprietors a large 
tract of land in the eastern 
part of what is now Nassau 
County and immediately 
sought an appropriate name 
for it. The lands were located 
on the road from Jericho, 
lving just to the north, to a 
place called Jerusalem, Long 
Island on the south. This fact 
recalled to him the story of 
Christ’s entry into Jerusalem 
as related in the book of St. 
Matthew: 


“and as they departed 
from Jericho, a_ great 
multitude followed him, 
and when they drew nigh 
unto Jerusalem and were 
come to Bethphage, unto 
the Mount of Olives, then 
sent Jesus two disciples.” 


Thomas Powell knew that 
“Bethphage” meant “house of 
figs” but in a broader sense 
he reasoned that it could also 
mean “land of fruit or plenty” 
He thereupon decided to use 
the Biblical name of Beth- 
phage to designate his new 
holdings situated as they were 
on the road from Jericho to 
Jerusalem. 

A word with two H’s, how- 
ever, was too much for 
Thomas Powell. He always 
referred to the area as ‘“Beth- 
page”, a name that has snr- 
vived on Long Island fpr 
nearly 250 years with very 
few people knowing of its 
origin. The first Quakers on 
Long Island used it as the 
name of their Friends Meet- 
ing House established near 
Thomas Powell’s home and 
the deed from the Indians to 
Powell, which is recorded in 
the Queens County Clerk’s 
Office. has always been re- 
ferred to by historians as the 
“Bethpage Purchase.” 

There is probably no other 


mm the June, 1942 


Chester > 4 Blakelock 
Executive 
Lang Island Stat 


Secretary 


ark Commission 


place or locality in the world 
that uses this unique name but 
it was not until after 1931 
that it received any promi- 
nence or appeared on up-to- 
date maps of Long Island. 
At that time the Long Island 
State Park Commission was 
seeking means of acquiring 
1368 acres of land, partly in 
Nassau and partly in Suffolk 
County, lying north of the 
Village of Farmingdale and 
east of the Village of Central 
Park. These lands, which 
were part of the original Beth- 
page Purchase, were controlled 
by the heirs of Benjamin 
Yoakum, a Texas railway 
magnate who died in 1930. 
Jesse Merritt, Nassau County 
Historian and a direct de- 


ue 


scendant of Thomas Powell, 
suggested to Commissioner 
Moses that the land when ac- 
quired for park purposes be 
called “Bethpage State Park”’ 

Commissioner Moses ac- 
cepted the county historian’s 
suggestion but the actual ac- 
quisition of the area for park 
purposes came about in as 
unusual a manner as did the 
establishing of its name in 
1695. 

The Yoakum tract was 
ideally situated for state park 
purposes. It was hilly, well 
wooded, had one complete 18 
hole golf course, another par- 
tially completed, and other 
advantages nowhere else avail- 
able for developing a complete 
recreation center for golf, ten- 
nis, polo, riding, picnicking, 
baseball and in fact practically 
every form of recreation ex- 
cept swimming. The Yoakum 
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heirs offered the property to 
the State for $1,100,000 in- 
cluding improvements. This 
price of about $850 an acre was 
considered reasonable but 
there were no funds available 
to the Commission to acquire 
the property or even to secure 
an option to hold it intact until 
funds could be raised. 

With no possible means 
available to the State to ac- 
quire the property or to pur- 
chase an option to hold it, 
Commissioner Moses sought 
the aid of the local counties 
and towns which would be 
most benefited by the develop- 
ment of the area as a public 
park. A special act of the 
legislature was obtained au- 
thorizing counties and other 
local municipalities in Nassau 
and Suffolk County to pur- 
chase options in aid of the 
State park and parkway pro- 
gram. Pursuant to this au- 
thorization, the Town of 
Oyster Bay and the County of 
Suffolk agreed to contribute 
$20,000 and $10,000 respec- 
tively to secure an option to 
hold the property for a term 
of one year, ending on June 
21, 1932. 

The one golf course on the 
property was being operated 
as a private club under the 
name of “Lenox Hills Country 
Club” which held a lease from 
the owners. The Country Club 
started an action against the 
park commission, the County 
of Suffolk and the Town of 
Oyster Bay seeking an injunc- 
tion te prevent the sale of the 
property for park purposes on 
the grounds that the proposed 
sale violated the terms of their 
lease. The Club’s motion for 
an iniunction was denied by 
the Nassau County Supreme 
Court on November 6, 1931. 
This cleared the way for the 
Park Commission to take over 
the operation of the golf 
course under a lease from the 
owners. 

A special non-profit corpor- 
ation called the Bethpage 
Corporation was formed to op- 
erate the clubhouse and golf 
course which were opened to 
the public in the spring of 
1932. All moneys collected by 
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A Sunday Afternoon Polo Game at Bethpage State Park 


The Bet'page Stadium, opened May 3, 1942, showing inaugural game in which the 
Grumman Bombers defeated Barton's Night Hawks by a score of 3 to |. 
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“Payne* Did‘ Uisit East SHampton 


A? an entrance to the 

present campus of Union 
University in Schenectady is 
a gateway commemorating 
the student days of John 
Howard Payne there from 
1806 to 1808. 

Eleven years ago the state- 
ment was made in the New 
York Herald-Tribune, June 26, 
1939, by a resident of East 
Hampton that “The Union 
(University) people now ac- 
cept East Hampton as Payne’s 
birthplace.” 

Dr. Dixon Ryan Fox was 
then president of that insti- 


tution. He was also at one 
time president of the New 


York State Historical Associ- 
ation. 

Dr. Fox said in response to 
the newspaper statement 
above quoted that he was em- 
barrassed by its implication 
that he supported what he 
called “the East Hampton 
theory”. He further said: 
“This is a good instance to 
vote the College in favor of 
New York. There is, of course, 
no question at all about the 
facts.” 

Also in the office of the reg- 
istrar of the university is a 
record showing that Payne, 
when he enrolled, gave New 
York as his birthplace. This 
Dr. Albert B. Corey, the New 
York State Historian at Al- 
bany, who discovered this 
fact, has said he considered 
“crucial”. “Since this is based 
upon his own statement”, said 
Dr. Corey, “it seems to.me that 
there can hardly be any fur- 
ther auestion about the mat- 
ter’ (Forum March 1949). 

By the same token Payne’s 
statements as to whether he 
ever lived or visited at East 
Hampton are likewise conclu- 
sive. 


In an article by Payne pub- 
ished in the Democratic Re- 
view at New York, Feb. 1838, 
and reprinted in the Sag Har- 
bor Corrector during the next 


Dr. @larence -A. Wood 
month, he said: “I have myself 
visited East Hampton.” 

This is followed immediate- 
ly by the rather apologetic 
statement that he would en- 
deavor to give his readers 
“such a knowledge of its char- 
acteristics as that 
glance enabled (him) to 
tain.” 

Would not one obtain more 
than a passing glance of the 
place where he had spent his 
youth? Would he be apt to 
refer to the village where he 


passing 
ob- 





latter to the hamlet he had so 
recently publicized to the 
world in a manner not at all 
to the liking of its then 
natives. 

He did not come in person, 
he said, because he thought 
“that it would be dangerous” 


for him to appear in East 
Hampton! He did importune 
his cousin Nancy to “make 


interest with some of your 
belles to smile upon me.” 
Hon. Samuel Seabury, pre- 
sent day resident of East 
Hampton, a former judge of 





From Watercolor by Cyril A. Lewis showing from left to right, the Mulford House, Mill, 
Home Sweet Home, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, and Rectory. 


had spent his 
youth in those 


was born or 
childhood or 
words? 

In a letter Payne wrote the 
following year, July 18, 1839, 
to his cousin Nancy Isaacs at 
East Hampton, he made men- 
tion of visits he had made 
there when he was young. 
This statement is far short 
of saying he had spent his 
youth at East Hampton—a 
new “East Hampton theory.” 
His youth was spent at New 
York, Schenectady and “from 
one end of the theatrical hem- 
isphere to the other.” 

It is interesting to note in 
passing that Payne sent that 
letter to his cousin Nancy by 
his Aunt Esther Isaacs in- 
stead of accompanying 





the 


the New York Court of Ap- 
peals and one time candidate 
for Governor of the State, has 
said: “‘None can indulge their 
interest in the history of the 
eastern end of Long Island 
without being indebted to 
Henry P. Hedges” (275 Years 
of East Hampton, p. 89). 
Judge Hedges was a life 
long resident of the Hamp- 
tons, descendant of a first set- 
tler there and a grandson of 
a member of the convention 
which voted for the funda- 
mental law of the nation. He 
was also a relative of Payne 
through the latter’s mother. 
He lived all his ninety-four 
years in the Hamptons. He 
was the recognized historian 
of the locality during more 
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than half of the nineteenth 
century and into the present 
century. He delivered the 
East Hampton bicentenary 
address in 1850 and another 
anniversary address fifty 
years later, also a dozen or 
more other historical ad- 
dresses. He wrote the History 
of East Hampton, and the in- 
troduction to the East Hamp- 
ton Town Records. 

Judge Hedges in none of his 
addresses or writings endorsed 
either of the “East Hampton 
theories” based entirely on 
tradition and hearsay. He 
threw overboard the old wives’ 
iaie of Payne’s birth in East 
Hampton. Nowhere did he 
express a belief that Payne 
ever lived there. He merely 
said that Payne visited East 
Hampton, over which there is 
no controversy. 

Nelson C. Osborne, another 
life long native resident of 
East Hampton, said in the 
Forum (May 1949) that nei- 
ther his ancestors for four 
generations, nor he, believed 
that the Payne family ever 
lived in the Home Sweet Home 
cottage, or that Payne was 
born at East Hampton, or that 
Payne ever lived there excert 
possibly to make a short visit 
to relatives, or that Payne had 
East Hampton in mind when 
he wrote the familiar lyric. 

In a subsequent letter to 
the present writer, Mr. Os- 
borne stated: “All of the at- 
tempts to prove John Howard 
Payne as having been born in 
East Hampton are the results 
of wishful thinking and I be- 
lieve that also applies to the 
idea of his having spent his 
childhood here. I would think 
that he probably came to East 
Hampton summers for a vaca- 
tion very much as people visit 
this community at the present 
time.” 

Mr. Osborne is a former 
chairman of the Suffolk Coun- 
ty Board of Supervisors, a 
local banker and one of East 
Hampton’s most public 
spirited citizens. Added 
weight is given to his state- 
ments when it is considered 
that with two others he finan- 
cially sponsored the purchase 


4¢ 


in 1926-7 of a Mulford house, 
now the so-called Home Sweet 
Home cottage, and also more 
recently helped finance the ac- 
quisition of another adjoining 
Mulford (John H.) house, both 
of ancient origin, that they 
might be preserved for the 
community as examples of old 
time architecture. 

Col. Thatcher T. Payne 
Luquer, last surviving great- 
nephew of Payne, has stated: 
“There are no records to show 
that Payne ever lived in the 
(Home Sweet Home) house, 
although he undoubtedly paid 
frequent visits to his relatives 
in East Hampton.” 

In a letter to the New York 
Times, June 8,1950, Col. Lu- 
quer wrote: “As to the claim 
that Pavne spent his boyhood 
days in East Hampton, I deny 
its accuracy for the letters and 
documents I have show he 
lived with his parents in New 
York and Boston until he 
came to New York in 1804 to 
enter business, but shortly 
afterwards to Union College. 
He did, of course, occasionally 
visit his re'atives at East 
Hampton, but did not live 
there.” 

At the time the cottage now 
known as Home Sweet Home 
was bought by the village 
trustees the then mayor said 
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it was acquired because it had 
been associated with Payne 
and it was felt worthwhile to 
establish it as a memorial to 
him. 

The Home Sweet Home cot- 
tage standing prominently on 
the main street of East Hamp- 
ton is an approvriate memor- 
ial to John Howard Payne 
whose life-line is traceable to 
the very earliest settlers 
there. 

Mr. Osborne, quoted above, 
who sponsored the purchase 
of the cottage by the villave 
trustees, has said: “I think 
the younger gereration should 
have accurate historical in- 
formation.” 

The legend on the plaque 
at the entrance to the cottage 
does not give accurate infor- 
mation. It was erected for 
“reasons far removed from 
concern for historical truth.” 
They who seek to perpetuate 
its untruthful legend should 
give heed to the indisputable 
admonition of East Hampton’s 
historian of an earlier day 
whose portrait hangs on the 
wall of the Home Sweet Home 
cottare: “The historian who 
worships at an altar lower 
than Truth dishonors his canse 
and himself.” (Hedges: His- 
tory of East Hampton, 1897 
ed. p. 67). 
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W HEN Joshua Hobart died 

at Southold, L. I., Feb- 
ruary 28, 1717 the villagers 
ordered a stone lime monu- 
ment for him in lieu of the 
ordinary shell lime. That was 
their tribute. 

Of the many ancient stones 
erected to early Southold set- 
tlers, I was prone one summer 
to linger by those of this man 
and his wife. 

A marker of the Daughters 
of the 17th Century indicates 
the era of their horizontal 
slabs. 

The dim inscription on the 
higher one is “To the blessed 
memory of Mrs. Mary Hobart 

. who after she had served 
in her owne age by the will of 
Ged fell on sleep in this place 
the 19 of Aprill, 1698. Age 
56 years 1 month and 7 days 
... My soule ascends above the 
stars.” 

An oblong hollow in the 
lower stone is the only evi- 
dence of the lead tablet once 
occupying it and supposedly 
removed by either the British 
or Tories during our Ameri- 
can Revolution. 

The historical atmosphere 
enveloping Joshua Hobart has 
led me to glean something of 
him and his forebears. 

Turning back to the year 
1626, England’s Magdalene 
College, University of Cam- 
bridge, then graduated Peter 
Hobart, Joshua’s father. Peter 
was born in Hingham, Nor- 
folk County, in 1604 and at- 
tended grammar and _ free 
school. “During his whole col- 
lege course,” records Whit- 
aker’s History, “he maintained 
a high character.” 

Obtaining his B.A. and 
prior to attaining an M. A., he 
not only taught school but in 
spite of his Puritanical con- 
victions, was permitted to 
preach occasionally in the es- 
tablished church.’ Ordained, 
however, and having preached 
8 years, he incurred the en- 


Joshua °FHobart, ‘ Preacher -* Physician 


Marion F. 


mity of the church and sailed 
for America. His wife and 4 


Overton 


of his destined 18 children, 
including Joshua born at 
Hingham July 1629, arrived 
at Charlestown, Mass., June 
8, 1635. 

Already settled in that 
early American village was 
Edmund Hobart, Joshua’s 


grandfather, born in England 
in 1574. On May 3, 1633 he 
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tional Church where he 
preached 40 years, dying June 
20, 1679. 

In his preface to the “Ho- 
bart Family in America” 
Percy Hobart Titus says re- 
garding Peter’s heirs, “Some 
have attained distinction, 
others have not; but through 
all generations they have 
been four-square Americans 
—in the true American tra- 
dition.”” One descendant, Gar- 
ret A. Hobart, was Vice- 





“A View of Southold” About 1850 Showing Judd House in Center Foreground. 
“One of the Most Unique American Primitives | Have Ever Run Across,” 
Declared Mr. Norman Hirsch! of the John Levy Galleries. 


had landed here with his wife, 
Margaret (Dewey), 3 child- 
ren, and a manservant. Ed- 
mund also had been perse- 
cuted for his faith. 


The September following 
the coming of the Peter 
Hobarts the entire Hobart 
family with some of their 
friends movea to Bare Cove 
where they founded Hing- 
ham, Mass. Here Edmund 


was appointed representative 
to the General Court. He died 
in 1646. His son, Peter, found- 
ed the Hingham Congrega- 





President of the United 
States. Hobart College at 
C‘eneva, N. Y. bears the fam- 
ily name. 

Five of Peter’s sons at- 
tended Harvard. Four _ be- 
came preachers among whom 
was Joshua who graduated in 
1650. 

Through the courtesy of the 
Custodian of the Harvard Un- 
iversity Archives I learned 
that Joshua Hobart “survived 
all who graduated before In- 
crease Mather, H.U. 1656, and 
probably, with the exception 
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of Thomas Cheeve, H.U. 1677, 
attained to a greater age than 
any Harvard graduate of the 
seventeenth century.” 

Although Joshua became 
both a preacher and a physi- 
cian, when he was a Harvard 
student “there was no profes- 
sional instruction either in 
theology or medicine. The 
only course then given by the 
College was intended as the 
fundamental work for all pro- 
fessions and for the training 
of servants of the state.” 

Young Hobart probably ac- 
aquired his theology from his 
father or by reading works on 
the subject with another 
clergyman. His medical train- 
ing was doubtless attained in 
like manner from one versed 
in the art of healing. 

In his “History of the Suf- 
folk County Medical Society” 
Doctor Frank Overton writes 
of “tthe general custom 
throughout the country of 
combining the position of min- 
ister of the Gospel with that 
of physician. Many students 
in England specifically pre- 
pared themselves at Oxford 
and Cambridge for service in 
the colonies by studying medi- 
cine as well as_ theology.” 
Joshua Hobart was the first 
Gospel minister to practice 
medicine in Suffolk County. 

It was not until 1674 that he 
actually became a Long Island- 
er. Retracing the years, we 
find him in 1655 in Barbadoes 
and married to Margaret Vas- 
sel with whom he returned to 
the land of his birth. Having 
buried her there, he was back 
in New England in 1669 and 2 
vears later married to Mary 
(Tremain) Rainsforth born in 
Boston in 1642. 

In 1672 occurred the death 
of John Youngs, first pastor 
of the First Church of Christ 
in Southold—today the First 
Presbyterian. Organized in 
1640 in the days when a gun 
was part of a church-goer’s 
equipment, presumably built 
of logs, it was one of the 
Island’s first meeting houses. 

Joshua Hobart became its 
second pastor in 1674 as well 
as the village doctor. During 
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his pastorate of 43 years a 
second church building re- 
placed the original. «This 
served for worship until the 
present one was built in 1803. 

“Southold,” recorded Epher 
Whitaker, “gave to the Rev. 
Hobart a costly dwelling house 
and land enough to make him 
a prominent man among its 
more wealthy citizens.” I saw 
the site of his home near the 
meeting of Town creek and 
Peconic Bay. 

Although his memorial tab- 
let was perhaps recast into 
British bullets, its epitaph is 
still extant. As one of his 
numerous descendants, I like 
the tribute: 

“He was a faithful minister, 
a skillful physician, a general 
scholar, a courageous patriot, 
and to crown all an eminent 
Christian.” 
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A Booklet to Have 
And to Hold 


The year 1950 will long be re- 
membered by the good people of 
Smithtown because of the 275th 
Anniversary cf the‘town’s First 
Presbyterian Church. And those 
who did not attend the celebration 
staged at Smithtown Branch some 
months ago marking the event may 
still do the next best thing: procure 
a copy of the handsome, informative 
booklet issued for the occasion. It 
is not simply a souvenir describing 
the various pageants and other 
activities, but contains such historic 
items as transcripts of old Indian 
deeds and the town patent issued 
by Richard Nicolls to Richard 
Smith, the names of the town’s 
Revolutionary Minutemen, and the 
list of the supervisors and town 
clerks from 1719 to the present. 
Needless to say, nobody but a 
Smith occupied Smithtown’s high- 
est public office up to 1797. 

The present building of the 
church is its third and was dedi- 
cated September 9, 1827. Probably 
its most famous minister was the 
Rev. Joshua Hartt who served dur- 
ing the War for Independence. The 
present pastor, the Rev. Raymond 
H. Case, was chairman of the Anni- 
versary Committee. Copies of the 
booklet may be obtained at $1 by 
addressing 
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Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp'n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Designers and Manufacturers of the 
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BUICK SALES AND SERVICE 
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Established 1919 


Nassau County’s Largest Buick Dealer 
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“Ohe eWystery of (Captain ‘Williams 


HE FORUM made my ac- 
quaintance when one of 

my Long Island relatives 
handed me some back num- 
bers. They were so interest- 
ing that I read them from 
cover to cover. It is only nat- 
ural that I should be intense'y 
interested in everything per- 
taining to Long Isand as my 
paternal ancestors settled at 
Merrick when Hempstead 
town was founded in 1644 and 
have lived in that general sec- 
tion ever since. I was horn at 
Wantagh in 1869 in the house 
now owned by Stephen Brooks 
which was built in Revolution- 
ary War days but is still in 
the pink of condition. I lived 
in several places on Long 
Island until I came to Dan 
Hill in Connecticut in 1920. 
Father’s gristmill stood on the 
opposite side of Mill Road but 
disapeared about the time the 
Brooklyn Water Works took 
over the stream; the farm 
buildings too have gone and 
the mill pond is being filled in 
with surplus material, and 
houses are being built upon it. 


From my earliest recollec- 
tion my mother and older 
brothers related that one Wil- 
liams went to war but never 
came back; he got a furlough 
to come home and started but 
was not heard of again; it was 
supposed the enem; got him. 
That seemed to be all the in- 
formation they had. What 
could more excite the curio- 
sity of a boy? For seventy- 
five years my eyes and e3rs 
were alert to find out who this 
Williams was, what war and 
where stationed. 

Two or three years ago 
there appeared an article in a 
magazine containing a para- 
graph stating that Capt. 
Samuel Williams of North 
Hempstead commanded the 
Queens County troops at Ft. 
Greene, Brooklyn, in the war 
of 1812; that he received a 
furlough to go home and 
started but was not heard of 


Olimer Williams 
thereafter; that at the time 
of taking the furlough he did 
not intend to return nor did 
the officer granting it expect 
that. he would return. 

While the writer of the 
article does not so state it is 
manifest from his language 
that he intended the reader to 
understand that there were 


descendants of those who at 
that time might have been 
disgracefully involved by in- 
tent or willy nilly. 

it would be a great satis- 
faction to me to know what 
the undisclosed facts are 
which led up to the furlough 
and what disposition was made 
of Sam. I think it would like- 
wise make interesting reading 
for the Forum family. 


Williams Home, Mill Road, Wantagh 


undisclosed 
the affair. 

In looking up my family 
genealogy I found that Samuel 
Williams was the son of Val- 
entine Williams, my fourth re- 
moved ancestor; that at the 
time of his disappearance Sam 
lived at Herricks in the Town- 
ship of North Hempstead; was 
thirty-four years old, married, 
had ‘no children, and was 
widely known in civil life as 
Colonel Samuel. 

I believe there are people 
living today who know from 
documents or hearsay what 
the undisclosed facts are and 
it seems to me that after all 
these years have passed and 
under the changed social con- 
ditions which now exist, a 
complete denouement of the 
facts would be more honorable 
than detrimental even to the 


facts relating to 


Harper at Hempstead 
As Harper’s Magazine celebrates 

its 100th anniversary in 1950, it 
mav be of interest to know that J. 
Phillip Harper, son of one of the 
four brothers Harper who founded 
the magazine, made his home at 
Hempstead and was active in village 
affairs. I believe he served as vil- 
lage president and also presented 
the village with one of its earliest 
fire-houses in which the village 
board met. There was also a 
Henry Harper who wrote a family 
history. 

Corinne Webster, Queens. 


Trolley Lines, Too 
Those letters about Long Island’s 
old summer hotels made fine read- 


ing. Now if somehody would only 
tell about the trolleys that are no 
more. I used to ride occasionally on 
the Babylon-Amityville cars and 
when I think of it I still feel a jolt 
at the base of my spine. And those 
storage battery cars between Say- 
ville and Patchogue were just as 
invigorating. G. P. Clayton, 
Jamaica. : 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 


Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. Tel. Sayville 19 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 
Munsey Park 
See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
3393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 


Mineola 
J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 
Hicksville 
SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 
Real Estate - 
90 Broadway 


Insurance 

Tel. Hicksville 600 
Farmingdale 

Factory Sites, Buildings 

Sosa, 291 Conklin St., 

teal Estate Broker. 


Tel. Farmingdale 321. 


See Grey 


Farmingdale. 


Riverhead 
DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 
Port Washington 
Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Ine. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
176 Main Street 
Tel. POrt Washington 7-3124 
Freeport 
JOHN J. RANDALL 
Freeport Real Estate 
Management Appraisals 
200 W. Sunrise Hy. Freeport 525 








Custom Builders 
Billson Housing Corp 
900 Merrick Road 
Nassau Shores, L. I., N. Y 
Wham. F. Trautwein 
Sayville 2425-w MAssapequa 6-2920 














Cash and Carry 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 


Phone Amityville 1348 


Dixon Avenue Copiague 


























Chorum_. 
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tip of Blackwell’s Island. He or- 
aered one of the heavy anchors 
made ready, but before real dan- 
ger set in a L. I. R. R. tug 
(docked just to the north of the 
ferry slips at L. I. City) reached 
us and towed the Long Beach to 
safety. 

These ferryboats were up-to 
date in their day, as I remember 
~ paddlewheelers, with horizon 
tal engines of the condensing type. 
No walking beams as in _ the 
earlier ferryboats, such as_ the 
steamship Lexington whose burn- 
ing off Huntington was recently 
described in the Forum. The East 
River ferries burned anthracite 
pea-coal. There was neither smoke 
nor smell and both the ladies’ and 
the men’s cabins were as clean as 
could be. 

My afternoon return trip, after 
schcol, began with a ride on the 
24th Street Horse Car line from 
Sixth Avenue to the ferry-house 
at 34th and East River. The train- 
boat left there at 3:20 and many 
a time I missed it because of the 
car-tracks being blocked with vans 
unloading, fallen horses and 
things. 

will say, 
drivers did their best to keep on 
schedule. Every now and then 
when the horsecar was blocked on 
its way to the ferry the driver 
would place the switch iron on the 
tracks and then pull his horses 
over at an angle. This would de 
rail the car and allow the horses 
to pull it around the obstruction 
on a very rough detour of cobble- 
stones. The passengers, of course, 
got all the sensation of riding the 
bump-the-bumps at Coney Island, 
but it often got them to the ferry 
before the boat left. 

Missing the 3:30 train out of 
L. I. City meant waiting for the 
4:30 which seemed a long while 
even in those days before the 
“Age of Super Speed.” However, 
the delay was generally eased by 
a couple of sodas at the Long 
Island News very fine re 
freshment store, opposite the sta 
tion, whose genial proprietor was 
a Mr. Ichorn. 

Looking back more than a half 
century, I can’t help thinking that, 
everything considered, the Gay 
Nineties were a pretty good time 
to be commuting on the old “Long 
Island.” 


such 


however, that the 


Co.'s 


Verity Family Notes 
The following is a condensation 
of a longer article on the Verity 


Continued on next page 


Nassau Shores, Massapequa 


GILMAN J. COLLAMORE 
Licensed Realtor 
Merrick and Unqua Roads 
Massapequa 2297 and 940 





Commack 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Established 1925 
Country Homes - Farms - Acreage 
Jericho Tpk. Tel. Commack 2268 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Ine. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 





—Wyandanch 
HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyvandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 
Mastic 


BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
Realtor - Insuror - Appraisor 
Montauk Highway 
Phone Center Moriches 86 
Glen Head 
M. O. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Tel. Glen Cove 491 
Glenwood Rd., near Glen Cove Rd. 





~ Westhampton Beach 


EDWARD H. ROGERS, Realtor 
Ocean, Bay and Sound Frontage, 
Acreage, Summer Residences for 
sale and rent. 

Phone West Hampton 1827 
~ Central Islip — 
ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 





Blue Point 
E. H. NOBLE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Blue Point Ave., opp. Brick Church 
Tel. Blue Point 901 & 1543-J 


Northport 
EDWARD RBIALLA 
Edwin N. Rowley Inc. 
Real Estate insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street Northport 108 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 


Sure do enjoy the Forum. Let 
us have plenty from the pen of Dr. 
Woed. He knows what is what. 
David M. Griswold, 315 Franklin 
Ave., Silver Springs, Maryland. 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 
PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 
889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 
Patchogue 


Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 


Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 


Westbury 


HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
For Westbury and Vicinity 


Floral Park 
EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 


Sales - Appraisals - 
111 Tyson Ave. 


Insurance 
Floral Park 333 
Lake Ronkonkoma 
CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 


Setauket 
STEPHEN YATES 
Land, Farms, Shore Fronts 
in Suffolk County 
Old Field Road Setauket 225 


” BENS T. WEST 


Real Esiate - Insurance 


EAST /ETAUKET 
— island, New York 
1.101 Setauket J 














Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 


199-A Broadway, Amityville Tel. 376 
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family. I should like to present 
these notes in the hope that some 
readers may add to them and/or 
correct the errors in the material 
presented. 

I. Obadiah Verity. On July 5, 
1776 “Obediah Verrity & Elizabeth 
Stratton” were married by Rev. 
Joshua Hartt, of Smithtown, L. I. 
(N. Y. Gen. & Biog. Rec., Vol. 42, 
1911, p. 129). They had four daugh- 
ters and two sons. One son was: 

II. Obadiah Verity, Jr., who was 
probably born between 1790-99 in 
Seaford, L. I. (?). He married 
Mary Had four sons: 

1. Obadiah Verity, III, married 

Corsetbaum. Had children: 
Elizabeth-Baldwin, James, William, 
Charles, George, Steven. 

2. Joshua 

low. 


Verity, of whom be- 


3. Lawrence Verity married 
Had children: Mary-Raynor, 
Neilson, Elizabeth-Nichols, Harriet- 
Van Nostrand, Delina-Covert, Fan- 
nie-Sprague, George. 

4. Joseph Verity married P 
Had daughter, Lida, who married 
William Ploss or Plaus. 

III. Joshua Verity was 
April 13, 1827, in Seaford, L. I., 
died 1911 in Islip. Married Nancy 
Hallett who was born October 3, 
1836, in Southold and died 1905 in 
Islip. (Nancy Hallett was the 
daughter of John E. Hallett born 
May 18, 1781, and died in Islip 
February 5, 1867, and his wife, 
Hannah L. who was born January 
26, 1796, and died at Islip, Decem- 
ber 19, 1873.) Joshua Verity and 
Nancy Hallett were married in 
Islip, L. I, on February 9, 1850, 
and all children were born there. 

1. Mary Elizabeth Verity born 
December 2, 1850. Married Erastus 
Peterson November 11, 1869, in 
Islip. 

2. Hannah 
1853. 
June 


born 
and 


Verity born 
Married Madison 
29, 1870, in Islip. 


May 2, 
Peterson 


3. Martha Verity born June 22, 
1855. Married Frederick Saunders 
December 29, 1870, in Islip. 

4. Harriet Etta Verity, born 
February 15, 1858 Married Jesse 
Peter Baldwin, son of Benjamin S. 
and Ann (Pullis) Baldwin. Jesse 
Baldwin was born October 27, 1856, 
in Babylon and died February 28, 
1940, in Islip. Had son, Frederick 
C. Baldwin, grandfather of the 
writer. 

5. William H. Harrison Verity 
was born February 15, 1861, and 
married Margaret Taylor. 


Continued on next page 


East Quogue 
GEO. H. JONES | 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 
Wantagh 


W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 


Babylon 


CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
). Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 


Center Moriches 
AUGUST STOUT, JR. 
Real Estate - Insurance 


Main Street Center Moriches 400 


Great Neck 


ts t LONG ISLAND 


REAL ESTATE 

City Line to Montauk Point 

Listings of real estate wanted 
all over Long Island. 

Sales offices 310 North Blvd. 
Lake Success, Great Neck 
Tel. Great Neck 5614 
Mattituck 8434 
West Hempstead 


CHARLES H. LANGDON 
Realtor and Insurance 
224 Hempstead Turnpike 
Telephone Hempstead 3361-2-3 


Garden City 


EALFORS) 
7 orrices 


BULKLEY ¢ [ORTON (0. 


**Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization” 
721 Franklin Ave Tel. Garden City 7-5400 











A. H. PURSER 
A. W. Brierley Agency 
Real Estate - Insurance 
ESTABLISHED 1898 
287 Fulton Ave. 


HEmpstead 2-0063 





Amity Harbor 


HERB BOMBARD 

All Year Homes 
Water Front Lots 

Merrick Rd. Tel. Amityville 2650 


Summer and 
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Brokers 





Hampton Bays 


JOHN H. SUTTER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
1 East Main Street 
Telephone 420 


Smithtown Branch 


For Smithtown Real Estate 
consult 
LARRY DEUTZMAN, REALTOR 
Tel. Smithtown 1010 
Merrick 


TOM 


Realtor - 


ABBOTT 
Insurance 
29 West Sunrise 


Pel. FReeport 8-0899 


Highway 








Headquarters 


FOR 
Home Owners 
UMBER 


HARDWARE 
TOOLS 














| Home Appliances 


Wall Paper Paint 


Nassau Suffolk 


LUMBER & SUPPLY CORP 


Eight Convenient Locations 


on Long Island 








Long Island Forum Index 


Index of Long Island Forum, years 


1938-47 inclusive. About 40 pages 
Miss Marguerite V 
brarian L. L. 


Public 


compiled by 
Doggett, L Collection, 
Queens Borough 


nN. F 


Library, 


Jamaica 2, Done by photo 


offset process. $1 postpaid. Order 


from Miss Doggett 








Wines & Liquors 

IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 

Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 


20! Broadway, Amityville Tel. 33 
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6. Ellen L. Verity was born 
October 10, 1868, and died young. 

7. William Case Verity was born 
February 23, 1871, and married 
Florence Brown. 

The writer would appreciate ad- 
ditions and corrections to the fore- 
going brief history. Additional in- 
formation on the Verity family, 
above, and the Baldwin family of 
Huntington-Wantagh-Islip can be 
exchanged with the writer. 

Richard P. Baldwin, 13 New Jen 
sey Avenue, Bellport, N. Y. 


The Farrar Family 

I enjoy reading the 
I have reached the age 
looks back over the years. 
like to hear from some one who 
can correctly trace the name of 
Farrar, back to the landing in 
North America of the first family 
by that name from England. They 
landed in what is now New Jersey, 
New York, Massachusetts, Connec- 
ticut or Virginia, but I am _ not 
sure which point. 

The only information I have is 
on the Alexander Farrar who came 
to the middle West either from 
Virginia or Maryland, with his 
parents when he was about ten 
years old. There were’ several 
families with his, all coming down 
the Mississippi on flat boats, land 
ing about 1764 some 40 miles above 
Natchez, Miss. They were attacked 
by Indians after they had estab- 
lished their camps and nearly all 
were killed. 

Alexander Farrar was 
years old and some of the 
raised him. He married in that 
part of the country, and I have his 
line on down to the prevent. I ver 
often have inquiries from Farrars 
in Mississippi, Texas, Louisiana, 
Arkansas and Tennessee, asking 
about the family. 

— S. Farrar, 
Jose -— Louisiana 


Continued o 
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TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


f TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aod Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all gy, of Fashion 
parallel to Day Courses. J r Classes Sat 


INTERIOR DECORATION & DISPLAY 


Courses prepare students for the fascinating 

flelds of decoration and display in minimum 

evening. Free Placement 

5. P' ot oO 5- 2077. 
4 





time, day or 
Bureau. Send for Circ 
REGISTER NOW! Our G 


Mansapoqus 
MARJORIE R. POST 
Charles E. Krohn Agency 
Insurance - Real Estate 
lel. Massapequa 6-0925 and 6-0717 


Stony Brook 


L. C. CLARKE COMPANY. 
SERVICE - COURTESY 
EFFICIENCY 
Tel. Stony Brook 37 


Bay Shore 





Auto and Other Insurance 
Real Estate Appraisals 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 
84 E. Main St. Bay Shore 1442 


East Norwich 


Richard Downing & Sons 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Tel. Oyster Bay 592 
North Hempstead Turnpike 








game SCHWARZ 
FLORIST 
PHONE 

F Armingdale 2-0816 














Suffolk Typewriter 
Repair Co 
ROYAL Sales, Service, Rentals 
All Makes Sold, Repaired, Rented 
Adding Machines Office Equipment 
199.W. Main St. Bay Shore Te 














Mortgage Money 


Available 


NO APPRAISAL FEES 


The Union Savings Bank 
of Patchogue, N. Y. 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 

















In Amityville It's The 
AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick Rd., opp. Park Tel. 909-910 

















TRAPHAGEN, 1680 Broadway (52 od Se) New York 19 








MARCH 1951 


LONG TSLAND FORUM 


New York State Historical Marker at the Thomas Powell House 
near the Entrance to Bethpage State Park. 


‘Che Story of SBeth- 
page State ‘Park 


Continued from page 44 


the Corporation were used “or 
maintenance and operation 
with all balances devoted to 
making improvements. 

In the meantime ways and 
means of financing the pur- 
chase of the land were being 
studied. The help of numerous 
philanthropic organizations 
and foundations was solicited 
but because of the depression 
and other demanils, no finan- 
cial aid from these sources 
was available and it became 
necessary to extend the option 
for an additional year. This 
was done without cost and the 
Commission continued to on- 
erate the clubhouse and golf 
course throughout the year 
1932. Large picnic areas were 
established and the riding 
stables, bridle paths and ten- 


nis courts were improved and 
opened for public use. 

No means were found dur- 
ing the:winter and spring of 
1933 to purchase the property 
so for the third time an option 


was given for an additional 
year. The ‘‘park’’ became 
more and more popular with 
visitors and was now consid- 
ered an important part of the 
Long Island state park sys- 
tem. No one seemed to realize 
how small the chances were 
that it would long remain in 
the park system. 

During the summer of 1933 
Governor Lehnmian called a 
special session of the legisla- 
ture to consider legislation for 
relieving unemployment. 
Among the measures sub- 
mitted to this special session 
by Commissioner Moses was 
a proposed act to establish a 
public benefit corporation to 
be known as the “Bethnage 
Park Authority”, to consist of 


the members of the Long 
Island State Park Commission 
with powers to issue bonds 
for the acquisition, improve- 
ment and operation of Beth- 
page State Park. This act 
was passed by the Legislature 
and became Chapter 801 of 
the Laws of 1933 after the 
signature of the Governor was 
affixed on August 26, 19383. 
Application was immediate- 
lv made to the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation request- 
ing the purchase of Author- 
ity bonds on the basis of a 
self-liquidating project. The 
Reconstruction Finance Cor- 
poration at that time flooded 
with requests for loans, re- 
fused to consider the project 
because too large a part of the 
requested loan was needed for 
the acquisition of land in com- 
parison with the amount for 
construction which would re- 
quire the use of unemployed 
labor. It was indicated at 
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Washington that construction 
funds would be available 
through the Civil Works Ad- 
ministration for a project of 
this kind if public ownership 
of the land could be obtained. 

The owners of the property 
agreed to accept $100,000 cash 
and $900,000 in Park Author- 
ity bonds secured by a mort- 
gage and revenues from the 
operation of the park. This 
total amount of cash and 
bonds was considerably less 
than the original option price. 
The State Comptroller pur- 
chased $100,000 in bonds 
which made available the 
necessary cash and title was 
finally closed on May 18, 1934. 
It was remarked after the 
closing that “Mr. Moses had 
pulled another rabbit out of 
the hat’ which pretty well 
summed up the thoughts of 
most of the officials concerned 
with the problem of acquir- 
ing the park for nearly four 
vears and who had come to 
believe that it would take a 
miracle to solve it. 

Work on the construction 
of a new clubhouse, three ad- 
ditional golf courses, polo field 
and other improvements was 
progressed during 1934- and 
1935 as a Work Relief Project. 
At the peak of this construc- 
tion 1800 men were taken 
from the relief rolls and given 
employment. In addition an 
idle furniture factory was 
taken over and with work re- 
lief men all the furniture for 
the new clubhouse was made. 

The clubhouse and three of 
the four 18-hole golf courses 
were opened to the public on 
August 10, 1935. The fourth 
golf course was opened the 
following spring. This build- 
ing is an outstanding examn’e 
of a 100% work relief project, 
properly planned ard super- 
vised. The golf courses were 
designed and constructed un- 
der the direction of Joseph H. 

surbeck, the Superintende»t 
of the park, with A. W. Til- 
linghast internationally known 
golf architect, as consultant. 
The four courses are desig- 
nated as the Blue Course, 6,695 
vards; the Red Course, 6,468 
vards; the Green Course 6,- 
242 vards: and the Black 


54 


Course 6,783 yards. The Black 
Course, also known as the 
Championship Course, is the 
most difficult. All courses are 
hilly and tricky but all have 
their own distinctive features. 
It is a far from settled ques- 
tion which one is the easiest 
but even the “‘pros” agree that 
the Black Course is one of 
the toughest in the country. 
Among the prominent golf 
professionals who have played 
in exhibition matches at Beth- 
page are Gene Sarazen, Jimmy 


MARCH 1951 


Hines, Lawson Little, Paul 
Runyon, Sammy Snead, Hor- 
ton Smith, Craig Wood, Jimmy 
Thompson, Willie Klein, Byron 
Nelson and Al Brosch, a 
former Bethpage Pro who 
started his golfing career as a 
caddy for B. F. Yoakum. 
Bethpage state Park is an 
all-year round park. When 
snow conditions and cold 
weather make golfing impos- 
sible, the park attracts thou- 
sands of winter sports enthu- 
siasts to its hills for skiing 








DRY CLEANING 
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RUG CLEANING 








FUR STORAGE 


AMITYVILLE 3200 














Bailey’s Long 


A limited number of sets of 
the Long Island History, com- 
piled by Paul Bailey and pub- 
lished last year by the Lewis 
Historical Publishing Com- 
pany of New York, has been 
made available through the 
Long Island Forum at one- 
third off the publishers’ price. 

This drastic reduction from 
the original price of $46.50 is 
made possible by eliminating 
volume 3 which consists en- 
tirely of biographical sketches. 

Volumes 1 and 2 comprise 
the complete History as com- 
piled by Editor Bailey and 
written by leading authorities 
in every field, consisting of 
more than 1000 pages, 43 
chapters and 200 illustrations. 


These handsomely printed 
and bound deluxe books (size 
8x1034 inches) will be sent, 
while they last, in the same 
order that applications are re- 
ceived. Price $30. 

Besides the complete history 
of the island, from its discov- 
ery, including chapters on geo- 


Island History 


logy and archaeology, there 
are separate chapters on each 
of the towns in Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, the history 
of the leading church denom- 
inations, whaling, fishing, 
shell fisheries, agriculture, 
medicine, banking, education, 
aviation and many other sub- 
jects. 

Long Island Birdlife is com- 
piled by Edwin Way Teale, 
nationally known authority; 
the island’s mammals, by Dr. 
W. J. Hamilton, Cornell zoolo- 
gist. The most extensive cov- 
erage of the island’s Indians 
ever printed was prepared by 
John H. Morice. Among the 
authors represented are J. 
Russel Sprague, Dr. Oscar G. 
Darlington, Dr. Clarence Ash- 
ton Wood, Miss Jacqueline 
Overton, Rev. John K. Sharp, 
Chester R. Blakelock, Osborn 
Shaw,' Herbert F. Ricard, 
Preston R. Bassett. Robert R. 
Coles, Halsey B. Knapp, 
Nancy Boyd Willey, Mary E. 
Bell—in all more than forty 
such authorities. 


Convenient Payments Arranged 


Address: LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Amityville, N. Y. 


Tel. Amityville 554 





MARCH 1951 

and coasting. The only ski 
tow on Long Island is operated 
here. 

In 1942 a new outdoor stadi- 
um was added to the recrea- 
tion facilities at Bethpage 
State Park. This stadium, con- 
structed in a natural valley 
just east of the parking field 
in front of the clubhouse, 
makes this park one of the 
most complete sports centers 
on Long Island. One oi the 
purposes of the stadium is to 
provide an athletic field near 
the clubhouse for the playing 
of softball and other games by 
outing groups, but in addition 
organized semi - professional 
baseball and football games 
are played here. 

Even with a variety of 
sports facilities available in 
this park it is expected that 
golf will always remain as the 
most prominent feature. More 
than 150,000 rounds of golf 
are played each year with 
single days sometimes reach- 
ing as high as 1400 players. 
Other sports rise and fall in 
public favor but golf, which 
was first played 400 years ago 
in Holland and for a long time 
considered only a wealthy 
man’s game is now firmly es- 
tablished as a popular form of 
recreation for all. Even the 
constant bombing of England 
during the war did not damp- 
en enthusiasm for the game in 
that country as is evidenced 


ted 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


The old Lenox Hills Golf Clubhouse is now used as a caddy house and quarters for 


workers 


During the winter of 1941-2 this building was temporarily used to 


house men of the U. S. Army Air Corps. 


by the following quotation 
from a letter received from a 
former Bethpage golfer who 
was in London at the time: 
“T’ve seen no bomb craters 
that I’ve studied as anxious.y 
as I have that bunker guard- 
ing number 2 of, the Black 
Course. ‘They do come bigger. 
When the ruins are cleared 
away plenty of them look more 
like the 3rd hole from tee to 
green. Day before yesterday 
I played golf—about my 10th 
game over here and twice 
nicked the clubhead on jagged 
fragments of antiaircraft 
shells. It’s to guard against 
these—averaging the size of 
your finger—that people are 
supposed to wear tin hats. My 


wea eon teh 6 


The Red Course—One of four 18-hole golf courses radiating from the new clubhouse 


first games on this course were 
embellished by a couple of un- 
exploded bombs sticking in 
fairways. Walking past these 
is sort of like edging past a 
vicious dog who doesn’t know 
whether to bite you or let you 
go. It’s permissible to lift out 
of a crater without penalty— 
but not nearer the hole. Most 
craters are small—not bigger 
than an upright piano on 
end.” 

From the revenues derived 
from the operation of the golf 
courses, tennis courts, riding 
stables, wintersports and 
other facilities, Bethpage State 
Park is entirely self support- 
ing. All costs of maintenance 
and operation, payments of 
interest on outstanding bonds 
and the regular retirement of 
bonds is going forward. These 
bonds are now owned by the 
State of New York having 
been purchased from the crig- 
inal owners by the State 
Comptroller as an investment 
for State funds. 

Although Bethpage State 
Park is officially recognized as 
one of Long Island’s twelve 
state parks, actual title to the 
areas will not rest in the State 
of New York until all bonds 
have been retired. This status, 
however, is only technical and 
the name “Bethpage” which 
had almost been lost throuch 
the two and a half centuries 
since the time of Thomas 
Powell is now preserved for 
all time because of Bethpage 
State Park. 
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Reminders 


Pleasure Boat Insurance Specialist 
GEORGE C. BARTH 
134A Broadway, next to Post Office 


Amityville Phone 1688 (Res. 855) 


Automotive Supplies 
E. Clayton Smith, jobber. 
placement parts, tools and 
ment. 218-220 East Main 
3abylon. Tel. 551. 


Re- 
equip- 
Street, 


Imperial Washable Wallpapers 
Moore’s Paints and Varnishes, Duco 
and Nu-Enamel, Artists’ Materials. 
Gus Schmidt, 74 East Main St., 
Patchogue. 


Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 

Funeral Home 
GEORGE C. WHITE 
Established 1894 
34 Park Ave. Tel. 208 Bay Shore 

Dodge-Plymouth Sales-Service 

Distributors for Firestone Preducts 

TERRY BROTHERS 

430 W. Main St. Tel. 109 Patchogue 
Satisfaction 

The Islip Sanitary Laundry, Inc., 
Saxon Ave. at Union St., Islip 
Phones Islip 2206 and Bay Shore 
432. 


For 


Information Wanted 
With reference to Long 
Genealogies by the late Mrs. 
Powell Bunker of Wantagh, pub- 
lished in Albany, N. Y. 1895. Does 
ony reader know what became of 
the compiler’s manuscript papers 
from which she prepared this book, 
after her decease some years ago? 
Address N. Y. Genealogical and 
Biographical Society, 122-26 East 
58th St., New York 22. 


SWEZEY FUEL CO. 
Coal and Fuel Oils 


270 =Port 


Island 
Mary 





Patchogue Jefferson 555 








Long Island Books 
Our Specialty 
Out-of-Print Books on all Subjects 
IRA J. FRIEDMAN 
215 Main St., Port Wa oe Ty 
Tel. POrt Washingt 17-3547 
BOOKS BOU GHT 
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Art Exhibition at Hofstra 


have an 
scenes of 
late 19th 
Nassau and 
when the work of 
Dr. Charles Henry Miller, (1842- 
1922) national academician, goes 
on display at Hofstra College from 
March 5 through 19, in the first 
large public exhibition of his oils, 
water colors, sketches, and diaries, 
since 1923. 

Dr. Miller painted up and down 
the length of Long Island, fixing 
for other generations, in oil, or 
watercolor, or charcoal sketch, his 
impressions of old barns, old houses 
old bridges, country lanes, or home- 
going flocks of sheep. Although 
he was steeped in the artistic tradi- 
tions of the Continent where he 
studied for three years after com 
pleting his medical education, the 
large body of his work glorified the 
simple, familiar and charming as 
pects of Long Island country life, 
from Jamaica to the Hamptons. 

He was an important figure in 
the artistic life of his time, a mem- 
ber of the National Academy cf 
Design, an award winner in several 
national art expositions, president 
of the Art Club of New York, presi 
dent cf the American Commission 
at the Munich International Expo 
sition in 1883. 

In 1889 an exhibition of more 
than 100 of his pictures, with works 
by other artists in his collection 
was held in New York, and a sale 
of the paintings brought nearly 
$18,000, “Sunset at East Hamp 
ton,” an oil, bringing $900, and “A 
Grey Day on Long Island” $480. 

His “Bouquet of Oaks,” is in the 
collection of The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. The Brooklyn 


Continued on Pag 


Long Islanders. will 
opportunity to view lost 
the countryside of the 
century in Queens, 
Suffolk counties, 








“The Land of Home, Sweet Home” 

By Marjorie A. Denton. Pub- 
lished 1940. Marked down to $1 
postpaid while they last. Address 
the author, 51 Cedar Avenue, 
Patchogue, N. Y. 





Reminders 


Hallocks: Descendants 
of Peter, can get Coat-of-Arms on 
Cardboard now. $1 each. Messe nger 
Printery, Smithtown Branch, L. I 


Opticians and Photo Dealers 
PICKUP & BROWN, Inc. 
18 Deer Park Ave. Tel. 927 Babylon 
Complete Optical Shop on Premises 
Cameras and Photographic Supplies 
Retail and Wholesale 


Wines and Liquors 


Large assortment of 

grands at the Lowest 
Pri ces and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Emile 
“Bill” Losi, Park Ave. and Ireland 
Place, Amityville. 


Popular 
Possible 


“Old Father Goose” 
written by a Long Islander, printed 
on Long Island, illustrated by L. i. 
Art’st. $3. Messenger Printery, 
Smithtown Branch, I 








NICHOLS 
RUG CLEANING 
Freeport 
86 E. Sunrise Highway Tel. 8-1212 
Rug and Furniture Cleaning 














**The Fame Behind the Name”’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 
Phone Nearest Office 


Patchogue 1 Huntington 2304 
Hempstead 3966 Riverhead 2943 


F. Kenneth Harder 
President 


Robert Troup 
Vice-President 


























BANK AND BORROW AT 


THE PIRST NATIONAL BANG 


Vif 


OF BAY SHORE 


128 West Main Street 
Number Federal Deposit laswrauce Corporation 


Bay Shous, N. Y. 


Member Federal Reserve System 


Free Town Parking Field in Our Block 


Bank by Mail 


Open Friday Nights 6:30 to 8 
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“Chic” Is How You Wear It 

Fashion is in large part a matter 
of how clothes are worn. Two 
women of equal beauty may buy 
the very same style, well designed 
and well made. One will win a 
reputation for being well dressed, 
her costume will take on an air of 
smartness the minute she puts it 
on; the second woman may wear 
her dress merely as a covering. 

But even before the girls them- 
selves have quite decided how they 


want to look, the fashion artist 
knows. Remember the old expres- 
sion —“looking like a fashion 
plate”? 

Tod Draz, one of today’s leading 
fashion illustrators, did the draw- 
ing akove for the Saturday Home 
Journal. The angle of the hat, the 
“push-up” of the sleeve and the 
pose itself express chic without 
affectation. Draz_ received his 
career training at Traphagen 
School of Fashion, New York, 
where he majored in fashion illus- 
traticn and graduated with honors. 
As wel! as illustrator, he is now 
art director for Amos Parrish, 
famous fashion stylists and ad 
agency. He presents the public 
with fashion as a mode and mood, 
and his drawings can and do sell 
tcmato juice — in a series of food 
posters picturing sophisticated 
women shoppers — as smartly as 
they sell clothes. 

Anyone can see a style is new. 
What the artist adds is how to 
wear it, that elusive and invisible 
aura that marks the fashionable 
woman. 
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Farmingdale 
Federal Savings 
a 
Loan Association 
First Mortgage Loans 
Insured Savings 
Interest 2'/.% Dividend 
341 Conklin Street 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
Phone Farmingdale 2-0057 














RECORDS 


RCA-Columbia- Decca 
Wide Selection of 
POPULAR 
CLASSICAL 
CHILDREN’S 


in all the speeds 


AMITY RADIO 
For Quality Service on TV 
On the Triangle Amityville 1177 














MOTORISTS: Cross the Sound 


Sag Harbor-Orient to New London 


On Large Converted LSM, Radar Equipped 


Two Vessels, Gay Head and Orient 


engers, pleasure cars 


for truck 


and, when space permits, trucks. Also 


Send for Complete Schedule 


New London Freight Lines, Inc. 


Eastport 320 


Orient 1010 




















WE INVITE YOU 


INSURED 
PROTECTION 
FOR YOUR 
SAVINGS 


..to open an 
account today.. 
large or small, 
and let it 
earn you a 
fair return 


Bay Shore Federal Savings and Loan Association 
DIVIDEND 2% Per Annum 








History, Tradition, Legend 


The Forum has been designated to dispose 
of the works of the late Birdsall Jackson. ‘The 
three books contain delightful stories about in- 


teresting Long Islanders of bygone days. 


They are: ‘‘Stories of Old Long Island,”’ 


‘‘How They Lived’’ and ‘‘Pipe Dreams and 


Twilight Tales.’’ 
as special club offer. 


Write for prices, singly or 


Long Island Forum, Amityville, N. Y. 
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Museum recently showed a new 
interest in his work with the pur- 


chase of two watercolors, including 


“How the City is Built”, a Haarlem 
landscape, and a “View of Little 
Neck Bay.” Mr. John Hay Whitney 
is another recent purchaser of a 
Miller pencil sketch of the Payne 
Whitney este ate. 


A Long Island Collection 


Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood, con- 
tributing editor of the Long Island 
Forum, has bequeathed his. large 
and valuable collection of Long 
Island books, manuscripts and 
other items to the Amityville Pub- 
lic Library. A portion of the ma- 
terial has meanwhile been pre- 


Continued on back cover 








Eat More Oysters 


World's Largest 
Producers 
of 
Quality Oysters 





THE FAMOUS 
SEALSHIPT BRAND 


Bluepoints Company, Inc. 
WEST SAYVILLE, L. I. 











BUICK 


SALES SERVICE PARTS 
Suffolk County’s Largest Selection of 


GUARANTEED USED CARS 


Ande-McEwan Motors, Inc. 


Tel. Bay Shore 2 228 East Main St., Bay Shore 
WE BUY USED CARS FOR CASH 




















We’ve Never Paid Less Than 


fe 2 1 INTEREST 
3% 


DIVIDEND 
and your savings are insured up to $5,000 








Write today for our handy save-by-mail kit 


Suffolk County Federal 
Savings and Loan 











Association 


Cadman H. Frederick, President 
Main Street Tel. 600 Babylon, N. Y. 


Member Federal Home Loan Bank of New York 





Member Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corporation, 
Washington, D. C. 
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Tae MUTUAL ae? 
ANTHRACITE 
Bituminous Coal 


Esso Fuel Oil 


Phone HEmpstead 2-2510 








LONG ISLAND 


is located advantageously for light industry. 
Its suburban and rural areas offer ideal living 


conditions. 


Independent Textile Dyeing Co., Inc. 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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and GAS HEATS WATER BEST 


Husband Bert’s white shirt is a badge of good housekeeping, 
for it’s really a white white, thanks to that hotter washday hot water 
that comes from an Automatic Gas Water Heater. 


But whiter white washes are only a bonus added to its every- 
day gift of automatic hot water,—when and where you want it,— 
for everything and everybody,—without waiting, watching or worry- 
ing. For deep-comfort baths, for shaves that put your best face for- 
ward,—for quick-washed, quick-dried dishes,—for windows that 
shine,—for the finest hot water service of all, go GAS! 





Naturally GAS Does It Best! 





t 
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THE HOTEL 


Henry Perkins 


\ Metropolitan Hotel 


in Country Setting 


Riverhead, Long Island 














For Luncheons and Dinners 


The Patchogue Hotel 


Centrally located on the 
South Shore for Banquets 
and other functions 
Modern Rooms and Suites 
Montauk Highway 


Phones Patchogue 1234 and 00 














HUNT'S 


Restaurant 
Bar & Cocktail Lounge 
Farmingdale 2-1842 
Luncheon 12:00 - 2:30 p. m 
Dinner 5:30 - 9:00 p.m 
Open Saturday 4 p. m 
Sunday | p. m 9p. m 
Closed Mondays 
Babylon-Hempstead Turnpike 
FARMINGDALE 


BILL HUNT, Prop. 














STERN’S 


Pickle Products 
Farmingdale, N. Y. 


Tels. 248; Night 891 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 18°0 
Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 
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sented to the Library which has 
established the Dr. Clarence Ash- 
ton Wood Collection. With the be- 
quest are included cabinets and 
files. 

The bequest is particularly ap- 
propriate as it was Dr. Wood’s an- 
cester, Jonas Wood, who in 1655 
made the second purchase of In- 
dian lands in Huntington town and 
later purchased a large portion of 
the south shore now in the town of 
Babylon. The Collection, when 
completely hcused at the Amity- 
ville Library, will be one of the 
largest of its kind on the island. 


Liked Lighthouse Story 

The January issue alone was 
worth the subscription price. With 
the article on lighthouses of Nas- 
sau County by my good friend H. 
W. Loweree and the accompanying 
photos I was enabled to resail 
several weekend cruises to Lloyd’s 
and Oyster Bay harbors without 
striking a reef or a bar. 

Arnold P. Kohler, Eustis Florida 


i‘ A ae 


When Boys Were Ballast 


The iceboat story in your Decem- 
ber issue by Mr. Ralph Albertson 
was very interesting to me inas- 
much as, when a youngster in 
Greenport, we kids were used as 
ballast on some of the fast ice- 
boats there, traveling over the ice- 
clad bay from Greenport to Orient. 
In the very quick “come about” 
of a large iceboat, we got some icy 
slides from their cockpits and cross 
braces. But that was all in the 
game. 

John Oakley Ireland, Gulfport, 
Florida. 


Bird Articles Welcome 
Again I am pleased to renew my 
subscription to your delightful 
magazine. Perhaps because of my 
interest in the flora of Long 
Island, I particularly enjoyed Eel 
Grass Comes’ Back, Un-native 
plants on Jones Beach, and Fire 
Island’s Sunken Forest, by Mr. 
Julian Denton Smith. I am also 
interested unprofessionally in bird 
life on Leng Island and believe 
much could be written on the sub- 
ject. 
(Miss) Elizabeth R. Brown, 
East Hampton. 


DANCING 
FRANK FRIEDE’S 
Riverside Inn 


Table d’ Hote and a la Carte 


On Jericho Turnpike 
Route 25 


SMITHTOWN, L. L., N.Y, 














The 
Massapequa 
—— Inn 


Under New Management 
Cozy Bar and Dining Room 


East of Massapequa Where 
Sunrise Highway Forks 


MASSAPEQUA 631 














Excellent Cuisine 


Breakfast - Luncheon- Dinner 


HOTEL PATIO 


Westhampton Beach 
Telephone Westhampton 1306 
Modern Hotel Service 
Cocktail Lounges 


Private Dining Rooms 


OPEN ALL YEAR 

















Colonial House 


An Historic Spot 


kor Fine Food 
Entertainment 
Friday and Saturday 
1222 New York Avenue 


Huntington Station 
Phone Huntington 5094 


LIONS MEET HERE 

















Where You Meet Your 
Friends 


SAM’S 


luncheons Dinners 
Foot of Maple Avenue 
Phone 479 Bay Shore 


CLOSED TUESDAYS 











Reopens March 13th 


Strohm’s 


1 Mile Fast of Babylon 
on the Merrick Road 
Specializing in Home Cooking 
LUNCHEONS DINNERS 
COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
Phone Babylon 663 


Mrs. Ferd Strohm Closed Mondays 














For the Sea Food 
Connoisseur It’s 


SNAPPER 
INN 


on Connetquot River 


OAKDALE 
Phone Sayville 248 
CLOSED MONDAYS 
































